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Che Star-Ledge 


MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 


No holiday from a pandemic 


Dignitaries on Sunday hold a ceremony for over 10,000 U.S. 
World War II military dead buried or remembered in Mar- 
graten, Netherlands. Marcel van Hoorn, Associated Press 


With solemn remembrances of valiant sacrifices on battlefields or playful jaunts on the sand at the Jersey Shore, 
Memorial Day weekend spans a wide range of purposes and moods. This year, however, everything seemingly revolves 
around the danger that lurks from the spread of the coronavirus. A ceremony on Sunday in the Netherlands, top left, to 
honor U.S. military dead in World War II, was held without the general public. Closer to home in New Jersey, nearly 200 


Catholics parked in a church lot in Bridgewater, top right, to receive Communion in their cars while staying 6 feet apart 
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The Rev. Randall Washon celebrates Sunday Mass in the 
parking lot of St. Bernard of Clairvaux in Bridgewater. 
Ed Murray, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 


from one another. Precautions like social-distancing and face coverings, below, are part of the Jersey Shore scene, too. 


Visitors to the Wildwood boardwalk are reminded to keep 
their distance Sunday. Mark Makela, Getty Images 


People walk the boardwalk next to a desolate beach Sunday 
in Belmar. Michael Loccisano, Getty Images 


t. home i 
l i _ ) 


THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK HEALTH CARE 


‘War with an invisible enemy’ 


Navy surgeon describes grueling fight against the coronavirus in New York City 


Keith Sargeant For The Star-Ledger 


The Italian soldier somehow still had a 
pulse. 

A sniper’s bullet had shattered his skull, 
leaving a crater that exposed his brain. 

Dr. Joe Costabile, a surgeon in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve Medical Corps, was waiting 
for him, just in case he could be saved. 

“When he got to us, he had a severe head 
injury that wasn’t survivable,” he recalled. 
“All we could really do was put him on a mor- 
phine drip, push him into a quiet area and 
allow him to expire peacefully.” 

Costabile has worked at a trauma cen- 
ter in Camden. He is a general and vascular 
surgeon at two New Jersey medical facili- 
ties. And he spent a year-long deployment 
in Kuwait in 2005 during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. There he witnessed catastrophic 
injuries that ranged from the Italian solider’s 
head wound to the “horrific” sight of a pair of 
Marines whose bodies had been torn apart 
by an improvised explosive device, he said. 

But the 66-year-old Marlton resident had 
never experienced anything like the recent 
five-week stint he spent in the epicenter of 
the COVID-19 crisis. 


Costabile was sent to Woodhull Medical 
Center in Brooklyn, a 320-bed public facility 
that had recently converted most of its wards 
into makeshift intensive care units to treat 
the surge of coronavirus patients. 

He encountered “a nightmare” and “war- 
like conditions” at the Bedford-Stuyve- 
sant hospital. The staff was overwhelmed. 
Resources were inadequate. People were 
dying despite life-support measures, only to 
be replaced by a flood of new patients need- 
ing to be placed on ventilators and dialysis. 

“It’s different than what we experienced 
in a true combat zone, where bullets are fly- 
ing and mortars are going off,” Costabile 
said. “You're dealing with an invisible enemy 
that can make you sick and kill you.” 

Costabile is a general and vascular sur- 
geon for the Virtua Surgical Group in Voor- 
hees and at Our Lady of Lourdes Medical 
Center in Camden. He recently served as the 
224th president of the Medical Society of 
New Jersey, the oldest professional society 
in the country. 


SEE SURGEON, A7 


Dr. Joe Costabile is a general and vascular 
surgeon for the Virtua Surgical Group in 
Voorhees and at Our Lady of Lourdes Med- 
ical Center in Camden. Michael Mancuso, 
NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 
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Dig these dinosaurs 
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Today’s assignment: Dig dinosaurs? 
Well today’s page is filled with fun facts 


about a few dinos that scientists know 
existed a long, long time ago! Page A13 


WASHINGTON 


Official: More 
$1,200 checks 
not ruled out 


House proposal would also 
give $500 for dependents 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


The new $1,200 per person check that 
House Democrats want to send you? 

President Donald Trump’s senior eco- 
nomic adviser, Kevin Hassett, said he’s 
willing to talk about it. 

“Depending on the state of the economy, 
it’s something that I guess we would con- 
sider,” Hassett said Sunday on CNN’s “State 
of the Union.” 

The House Democrats’ $3 trillion stimu- 
lus bill includes $1,200 payments for each 
family member up to $6,000 per house- 
hold. The payments would phase out for 
individuals making more than $75,000 and 
couples earning more than $150,000. 

The payments would not be adjusted for 
regional cost-of-living differences. 

In addition, the House bill would give 
dependents over the age of 17, including 
full-time students below age 24, the $500 
payments from the original stimulus bill 
that they previously were not eligible for. 
Unauthorized immigrants would be eligi- 
ble for the new stimulus payments. 

Senate Republicans have rejected the 
House bill, demanding instead that busi- 
nesses be protected from lawsuits. 

Hassett, though, said the White House 
was willing to discuss another round of 


SEE STIMULUS, A3 


THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK 
HEALTH CARE 


Hospitals gear 
up for elective 
surgery’s return 


Patrick Lanni For The Star-Ledger 


With elective, non-emergency surgeries 
set to resume this week, hospitals across 
New Jersey are working to cut through a 
backlog of cases after nearly two months of 
postponements caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

What types of surgeries will be at the top 
of the list? 

Hospital executives for two of the state’s 
largest health care providers — Atlantic 
Health and Hackensack Meridian Health — 
say they have the capacity and precautions 
in place to handle the demand, but patients 
will be scheduled based on priority. 

“Its not really cut-and-dried as, ‘If you 
need a joint-replacement surgery, you go on 
Tuesday. If you need a gallbladder removal, 
you go on Monday...’” Dr. Steve Sheris, sen- 
ior vice president for Atlantic Health, told 
NJ Advance Media on Wednesday. “It’s 
more a product of reprioritizing. 

“Tf it’s a life-threatening or living-condi- 
tions situation, then surgery should be per- 
formed on an emergency basis. Anything 
beyond that really is an individual decision 
with the surgeon and the patient.” 

Gov. Phil Murphy signed an executive 
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